FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What does Arts & Culture contribute to Cuyahoga County?  

A strong Arts & Culture community improves our entire region.  The arts generate more than $1 billion in annual economic activity.  The Arts & Culture sector draws visitors and new creative workers to our region.  It is directly responsible for over 3,000 full-time, family-supporting jobs.  An additional 7,000 good jobs indirectly depend on the Arts & Culture sector.  
How does Arts & Culture help our children?  
Our children learn better when they are exposed to Arts & Culture.  Research shows that reading and math skills improve among students who participate in the arts, and proficiency test scores are higher, too.  Our children are better prepared to compete and succeed in tomorrow’s workforce when they participate in the arts.  Cuyahoga County’s children enjoy more than 2.5 million Arts & Culture experiences every year thanks to our world-class organizations.  

Why does the Arts & Culture community need reasonable, stable public funding?

Cuyahoga County’s Arts & Culture assets have brought pride and economic strength to our region for generations.  The Arts & Culture sector is one of our most valuable industries, a critical factor in the creation and retention of good jobs, and a magnet that attracts visitors and new, creative residents.  But our Arts & Culture assets cannot continue to improve our region and our economy without reasonable public support.  Tough economic times have hit this sector hard, and the private sector can no longer serve as the sole source of support.  

Isn’t there already a tax that funds the arts in Cuyahoga County?

No, there is no tax in this county that supports Arts & Culture.  The only current dedicated source of public sector funding, provided by the Ohio Arts Council, continues to erode. Over $4 million of state funding for Cuyahoga County arts and cultural organizations and projects has been lost due to budget cuts.
How much will this tax issue cost me?  

The Cuyahoga County Commissioners have placed an issue on the November 2006 ballot that, if approved by voters, will increase only the tax on cigarettes by a penny and half per cigarette throughout Cuyahoga County.  This will generate approximately $20 million dollars every year that will be devoted to support of our Arts & Culture assets.  Taxes on cigarettes have often been used in Cuyahoga County to improve our quality of life, and the Arts & Culture levy will help us do that, while also building our economy and enhancing education.  
How will the tax revenue be used?

The revenue from this issue will be administered by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture (CAC).  CAC is a local governmental body created in June 2005 through State of Ohio enabling legislation.  CAC will manage the allocation of funds to Arts & Culture organizations through an open and public review process.  Revenue from this cigarette tax will be used to create general operating grants and Arts & Culture project grants. Revenues cannot be used for any other purposes outside Arts & Culture support.

Which organizations will be eligible for funding?

Money raised from this issue will support and strengthen vital arts and cultural assets county-wide.  Regardless of location or size Arts & Culture non profit groups and projects, whether in University Circle, the Theatre District, North Coast Harbor, Gordon Square Cultural District, neighborhood and suburb organizations will have equal access to compete for funding

Do other counties across the country give public support to Arts & Culture?

Nationwide, many metropolitan counties have been challenged with a struggling Arts & Culture sector.  In order to sustain their Arts & Culture assets, these communities have created dedicated, local public revenue streams.  Without reasonable public support for our Arts & Culture sector, Cuyahoga County will lose one of our biggest competitive advantages, and we will fall further behind.  

