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June 1, 2004

RE:  
BACKGROUNDER ON GO GLOBAL CLEVELAND

Go Global Cleveland is a research, advocacy, and outreach initiative designed to promote greater regional understanding of the importance that internationals play in local economic development, and the need for NE Ohio to be a welcoming destination for immigrant entrepreneurs,  international technology talent, and foreign direct investment.  

The principals of Go Global Cleveland have invested substantial personal resources and time over the past two years to do the following:

· conduct research and write articles on how other communities around the 

U.S. and world have partnered with their immigrant communities for economic development;

· coordinate a series of public education and outreach initiatives to help educate 

greater Cleveland and its policy makers on this issue of harnessing globalization 

forces for growth, rather than succumbing to its adverse consequences;

· promoting cross-cultural and broad-based support for a collaborative effort 

to support the branding of NE Ohio as a international, hip multicultural mecca 

that attracts and retains international talent.   

The biggest obstacle to internationalizing NE Ohio is a pervasive reluctance to adopt a GLOBAL OUTLOOK to our business patterns, city planning, lifestyle, etc.  Additionally, a philosophical shift is needed to move away from a wide belief that immigrants (or “outsiders”) compete for scarce resources and deprive locals of opportunity, and rather, move toward an abundance theory of economics where all ships rise by cross-cultural business alliances and global connectivity.

Go Global Cleveland works to identify ways to leverage NE Ohio’s rich but fragmented international assets and to provide the “social glue” to help immigrant communities develop cross-cultural alliances with other immigrant and minority groups; foster coordinated civic, business, and economic development leadership within immigrant communities; and help inspire NE Ohio to embrace its international communities, not only for their rich cultural beauty, but because of an economic imperative.

Our efforts include the following:

*  Issue the White Paper, “In the New Global and Multicultural Marketplace, Immigrants Hold a Key to Revitalizing NE Ohio,” August, 2003, www.goglobaltrain.com (which has been circulated to over 500 international, civic, and business leaders in NE Ohio, as well as cited in a report made by the Mayor’s Civic Task Force on International Cleveland,  http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/government/departments/econdev/CIC_Task_force.html)

*  Secure the designation from Cleveland State University, College of Urban Affairs, as the official e-newsletter for the Cleveland International Coalition (a new coalition of non-profit internationally-focused organizations in NE Ohio);

*  At the request of Mr. Alex Machaskee, Publisher of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, made a presentation on our work to the Editorial Board of the Cleveland Plain Dealer;

*  Made a separate presentation to Mr. Doug Clifton, Editor, of the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

*  Have been quoted in a variety of Plain Dealer economic development articles, including Quiet Crisis stories, and most recently on May 16, 2004 (nationally syndicated article “Cleveland, Rivals Pursue Immigrants” by Neal Peirce, Washington Post columnist), and on April 25, 2004 (“Exploring Roles of Local Immigrants” highlighting economic development panel series on immigration) 

*  Published recent article in CoolCleveland.Com, entitled “Reclaiming Cleveland’s Immigrant Entrepreneurs” (which also appears on the website of Cuyahoga County Planning Commission); 

* Published economic development article in Immigration Law Weekly

*  Active in the Mayor’s Civic Task Force on International Cleveland, and now active in the Cleveland International Coalition

*  Active in advising various organizations in NE Ohio, including Northeast Ohio Coalition on Higher Education, on the need to recruit and retain international students (who contribute over $100 million per year to the NE Ohio economy through tuition and living expenses)

*  Helped plan and coordinate a series of public education programs, including 

“Spirit of Immigration:  Economic Impact of Immigrants to NE Ohio” (3-part expert panel series, April-June, 2004, joint venture between American Jewish Committee and Asian Indians for Better Government—including panelists such as Dr. Edward Hundert, David Abbott, Albert Ratner, Tim Hagan, and moderator Dr. Mark Rosentraub; and partners such as Tri-C’s Global Issues Resource Center, The Urban League, Forest City Enterprises, Inc., The Gund Foundation, The Cleveland Clinic, Merrill Lynch, Cuyahoga County, City of Cleveland, the Plain Dealer, CASE,  CSU College of Urban Affairs, Cleveland Diocese Commission on Catholic Community Action, L.A.T.I.N.A., Net-IP, MotivAsians, and others.)   

Diversity and Economic Development, REI, CWRU (5/18/04)

Promoting Entrepreneurial Success in NE Ohio’s Asian-American Community, Asian Heritage Day, sponsored by Asian Pacific American  Federation, June 19, 2004 

“From There to Here:  New Immigrants Redefining Our Community,” (over 500 people attended event hosted by Global Issues Resource Center at Tri-C) (11/03);

      International Diversity and Economic Development, presented at Models for Unity,    

      Office of Minority Affairs, Cleveland State University (3/04)

Master of Ceremonies, “Diversity Day,”  Cleveland City Club, September, 2003

Presentation to the Justinian, Italian American Bar Association, on economic development and immigration, July, 2003

*    Worked with Brad Whitehead, Director of Economic Development Programs, the  

      Cleveland Foundation, on crafting immigration goals for NE Ohio

*    Hosting 2004-2005 television series, “Cleveland’s Diversity, Historic and  

      Contemporary Cultures:  Their Struggles and Contributions,” a Cuyahoga  

      Community College Smart TV Program.


*    We have been in communication with some of the leading experts in the U.S. on 

diversity and economic development, including author of “The Global Me” and former Wall Street reporter, G. Zachary Pascal; Rosabeth Moss Kanter, author of “World Class” and Professor at Harvard Business School, specializing in strategy, innovation, and leadership for change;  Neal Peirce, nationally syndicated columnist for Washington Post Group, and principal at The City States Group, a network of journalists, speakers and civic leaders focused on building competitive, equitable and sustainable 21st century metropolitan regions;  Annalee Saxenian, Professor at UCLA and researcher for Public Policy Institute of California, expert on immigrant entrepreneurial contributions to the creation of Silicon Valley; Ben Johnson, Director of Immigration Policy Center, in Washington, D.C., leading advocacy group in the U.S. on immigration as an economic development tool;  

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rose Zitiello

Richard Herman

________________________________________________________________________
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